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11.1 . (S)  SUMMARY:  UNAMI  Human  Rights  Chief  Hania  Mufti  said 

on  July  14  that  UNAMI  would  be  willing  to  help  with  the 
transfer  of  responsibility  for  the  Mujahedin  e-Khalq  (MEK) 
from  the  USG  to  the  GOI . Specifically,  Hania  said  UNAMI 
could  press  the  GOI  to  accept  non-refoulement  obligations, 
provide  humanitarian  resources,  and  help  with  legal  status 
issues  of  MEK  members.  Hania  emphasized  that  our  plan  to 
bring  Minister  of  Human  Rights  Wijdan  Salim  to  Camp  Ashraf 
was  crucial  to  ensuring  security  for  MEK  members  because  she 
believes  the  biggest  threat  to  the  MEK  are  certain  members  in 
the  GOI,  particularly  in  the  Prime  Minister's  Office.  Hania 
was  pleased  to  hear  that  the  USG  is  committed  to  transferring 
responsibility  to  the  GOI  and  said  that  some  in  the  European 
community  in  Baghdad  believe  the  USG  is  holding  onto  the  MEK 
as  a leverage  tool  against  Iran.  UNAMI  will  be  present  at  a 
proposed  meeting  on  July  20  with  the  ICRC,  MEK  leaders. 

Minister  of  Human  Rights,  and  the  USG.  END  SUMMARY. 

11_2 . (S)  Outgoing  UNAMI  Human  Rights  Chief  Hania  Mufti  told 
Task  Force  134  (TF134)  Commanding  Officer  and  PolOff  on  July 
14  that  UNAMI  was  eager  to  play  a role  in  the  transfer  of 
responsibility  over  the  Mujahedin  e-Khalq  (MEK)  from  the  USG 
to  the  GOI.  She  explained  that  her  office  has  been  in 
continuous  contact  with  the  MEK  and  has  been  advising  members 
to  plan  for  changes  in  legal  status  after  MNF-I  leaves,  and 
"Protected  Persons"  status  is  lost.  Although  Hania  is 
leaving  her  position  next  month  and  will  be  in  Amman 
beginning  July  17,  she  said  that  her  team  here  could  play  a 
strong  part  in  negotiating  transfer  of  responsibility  for  the 
MEK  and  ensuring  the  GOI  would  protect  MEK  members . 

1I_3 . (C)  Hania  said  the  UNAMI  Human  Rights  Office  could  help 
by  pressing  the  GOI  to  adhere  to  the  principle  of 
non-refoulement.  Hania  said  a shared  understanding  would  be 
necessary  with  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Zebari,  the  Prime 
Minister's  Office,  National  Security  Advisor  Mowaffaq 
Al-Rubaie,  and  Minister  of  Interior  Bolani.  The  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs  has  made  contradictory  statements  regarding 
treatment  of  the  MEK,  and  according  to  Hania,  the  Prime 
Minister's  Office  (PMO)  is  "rabidly  anti-MEK."  Hania 
believes  the  biggest  threat  to  the  MEK  is  certain  members  in 
the  GOI,  particularly  in  the  PMO.  She  said  with  pressure 
from  the  USG,  UNAMI,  and  the  Minister  of  Human  Rights,  they 
could  obtain  assurances  from  key  players.  Hania  recommended 
we  talk  to  Zebari,  who  she  thinks  is  open  to  suggestions  on 
this  issue. 

11_4 . (C)  UNAMI  could  also  help  with  any  humanitarian  needs 
during  the  transition  and  then  when  MEK  members  are  under  GOI 
protection,  such  as  helping  members  leave  the  camp  if  they 
desire  and  return  to  Iran.  (Note:  This  is  a function  ICRC 

has  been  filling  effectively  since  2003  with  support  from  the 
Ministry  of  Human  Rights).  Hania  said  that  in  previous 
discussion  with  MEK  leaders,  they  acknowledged  that  former 
MEK  who  have  returned  to  Iran  are  doing  fine  and  are  not 
threatened  by  the  government.  She  predicts  that  many  members 


would  return  to  Iran  if  they  were  not  pressured  by  the 
leadership  to  stay  in  the  camp. 

f.5 . (S)  Finally,  Hania  said  UNAMI  could  help  the  MEK 
transition  from  a USG  declared  "Protected  Persons"  status  to 
legal  residents  of  Iraq  or  Iran.  MEK  leadership  told  her 
they  want  to  stay  recognized  as  a group,  but  Hania  has 
counseled  them  that  this  would  be  impossible,  and  they  would 
have  to  transition  to  having  legal  status  as  individual 
residents  of  Iraq.  Hania  said  the  best  course  of  action 
would  be  first  to  grant  legal  resident  status  in  Iraq  to  MEK 
members  and  then  to  assist  them  in  repatriation  to  Iran  if 
they  desired,  or  ensure  their  security  protection  in  Iraq. 

1[6 . (S)  TF134  confirmed  Hania 1 s understanding  that  Minister 

of  Human  Rights  Wijdan  Salim  will  visit  Camp  Ashraf  with  the 
USG.  Hania  thinks  involving  Wijdan  in  negotiations  with  the 
MEK  is  a good  strategy  because  it  will  ease  MEK  concerns 
about  the  GOI.  Hania  said  Wijdan,  due  to  her  good 
relationship  with  the  PM,  could  influence  the  PM  and  GOI  to 
give  assurances  of  safety  and  security  to  the  MEK.  Hania 
recommended  we  ask  Wijdan  to  persuade  Ali  Al-Dabbagh,  who  she 
believes  to  be  the  most  influential  in  the  PM's  circle,  to 
tame  his  anti-MEK  statements.  (Comment:  We  believe  Hania 

overestimates  the  influence  Ali  Al-Dabbagh  and  Wijdan  Salim 
have  on  the  PM.  Nonetheless,  the  PM  has  been  showing  a much 
more  constructive  attitude  on  MEK  issues  of  late.  End 
Commment.)  She  said  that  Wijdan  would  be  the  first  GOI 
representative  to  visit  Ashraf,  which  would  be  a good  sign  to 
the  MEK  that  humanitarian  concerns  are  important  to  the  GOI . 

1_7 . (S)  Hania  was  pleased  to  hear  that  the  USG  is  committed 
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to  transferring  responsibility  to  the  GOI  and  said  that 
European  diplomats  in  Baghdad  generally  believe  the  USG  is 
holding  onto  the  MEK  as  a leverage  tool  against  Iran.  Hania 
said  her  office  would  be  committed  to  working  with  the  USG 
and  GOI  on  ensuring  this  process  provides  security  and 
assurances  to  the  MEK.  UNAMI  will  be  present  at  a proposed 
meeting  on  July  20  with  the  ICRC,  MEK  leaders,  Minister  of 
Human  Rights,  and  the  USG. 

18.  (S)  COMMENT:  As  we  transfer  responsibility  of  protecting 

the  MEK  at  Camp  Ashraf  to  the  GOI,  we  want  to  ensure  the 
members  are  treated  humanely  and  face  no  threats  from  Iraqi 
forces.  In  coordination  with  UNHCR,  the  UNAMI  human  rights 
team  can  help  give  international  credibility  to  Gol 
assurances  of  humane  treatment  with  regard  to  the  MEK  and  can 
help  the  GOI  adhere  to  those  assurances.  We  will  impress  on 
UNAMI  the  importance  of  close  communication  with  ICRC.  UNAMI 
can  also  assist  in  pressuring  certain  GOI  officials  as 
needed.  Since  they  have  established  relationships  with  MEK 
leaders  and  members,  UNAMI  can  also  help  assuage  concerns 
they  have  about  GOI  policy. 
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